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CHAPTER 1

About This Document

This document is intended for server administrators and resellers who want to change
appearance and branding settings for Parallels Plesk Panel 11.5 by means of custom
skins.



CHAPTER 2

Using Custom Skins

In addition to customizing through the Panel GUI the logo image, URL attached to it,
and browser's title bar text, Parallels Plesk Panel 11.5 offers the option to change the
visual appearance and branding of Panel by using custom skins.

The visual appearance of the Panel interface is governed by the Panel theme. The
theme, in this context, is a complete set of CSS styles and images that are not
changeable by the users. However, these styles and images can be changed when a
product update or a new product version is released. To change the visual appearance
of Panel, you should use customs skins.

A skin is a set of styles and images that are added to the theme. The skin does not
physically replace the styles and images of the theme, it merely redefines them. Thus,
it is easy to change the appearance of Panel by applying a custom skin, and revert the
changes by removing it.

For the purpose of creating custom skins, a so-called default skin package is provided.
As opposed to the theme, the default skin does not include all styles and images. The
styles that govern the layout and positioning of interface elements are not included.
Only the styles that affect decorative elements, such as colors, backgrounds, and fonts
are available for modification. Of course, you can add styles that will redefine the
layout; however, we strongly advise against doing so because it might make some
areas or functions of Panel inoperable.

The skins can be created and applied to Panel by the server administrator and
resellers, one skin per server administrator or a reseller account. The changes to the
Panel appearance applied by the server administrator are visible to all Panel users.
The changes applied by a reseller are visible only to the reseller and their customers.

To prepare and apply a custom skin, you will need to do the following:

1. Obtain the files that will be used as a basis for creation of your custom skin. You
can do this by connecting to the server through SSH (on Linux) or a Remote
Desktop connection (on Windows), and then running the command-line utility
branding theme. For details, see Obtaining a Skin Package from Panel (on page 7).

2. The utility packs all the necessary files into a single ZIP archive. The directory
structure of the archive is described in Modifying the Files. (on page 8)

If you access the Panel at the reseller level, and do not have the administrator's
access to the server over SSH or Remote Desktop, contact your hosting provider
for assistance with obtaining the package.

3. Download the archive, unpack it, and modify the contained files according to your
needs: Change the styles and replace the graphics files with your own ones. Be
sure to preserve the directory structure. For details, see Modifying the Files (on page
8).
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4. Pack the directory containing the modified skin into a ZIP archive.

5. Upload the archive file to the server and use the command line utility
branding theme to apply the new skin. Find more information in Installing Skins to
Panel (on page 17).
If you access Panel at the reseller level, and do not have the administrator's access
to the server over SSH or Remote Desktop, contact your hosting provider for
assistance with installing the package.

Note: The new skin will be applied after you log out of Panel and then log in again.

In this chapter:

Obtaining a Skin Package from Panel ... 7
Modifying the Files .......uueiii e 8
Installing SKINS to Panel ..., 17

Removing SKins from Panel ... 17
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Obtaining a Skin Package from Panel

To obtain the files needed for creating a custom skin, connect to the server through
SSH (on Linux) or a Remote Desktop connection (on Windows), and use the command
line utility branding theme available from the following directories created by Panel
installations:

= On Windows systems: $plesk cli%. This environment variable usually points to
the location C: \Program Files\Parallels\Plesk\bin.
= On Linux systems: /usr/local/psa/bin/.

The utility packs all the necessary files into a single ZIP archive.

If you access Panel at the reseller level, and do not have the administrator's access to
the server over SSH or Remote Desktop, contact your hosting provider for assistance
with obtaining the package.

> To retrieve the default Panel skin package, run the following command:
branding theme -p -name default -destination <pathfilename.zip>

Where <path/filename.zip> is the path to the file to which Panel will write the default skin
package in ZIP format.

On Windows systems, you need to specify an absolute path to file, for example:
c:\tmp\custom skin.zip.

» To retrieve the skin previously customized and uploaded by the server
administrator, run the following command:

branding theme -p -name <skin_name> -vendor admin -destination
<path/filename.zip>

Where <skin_name> is the name you assigned to the skin when created it.

> To retrieve the theme previously customized by a reseller, run the
following command:

branding_theme -p -name <skin_name> -vendor <reseller'susername> -destination
<path/filename.zip>

Note: If the utility shows the message "Branding theme is empty", then it means that
the user did not customize any settings through the GUI or by using skins. In such a
case, no package will be created, and you will need to obtain the default Panel skin
package.
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Modifying the Files

After you obtained the package archive, you need to extract its contents into a
directory, and make the desired changes to the files. Otherwise, you can install the
downloaded skin package on the server as is (as described in Installing Skins to Panel
(on page 17)) and then modify the files directly on the server.

Important: If you choose this way, be sure to set the skin information as described in
the section Editing the Skin Information below before installing the skin.

Skin Package Structure

The following table explains the structure and contents of the directories and files
contained within a skin package.

1. Z css

The custom. css file located in this directory contains all style
definitions that you can safely change. These styles affect only the
decorative elements of the user interface. They do not affect the
layout.

The custom.css file is a copy of a file contained in the Panel
theme. The file is divided into several logical blocks accompanied by
headings. Judging by the headings, you can find out to which
screen, block, or interface element the styles are related.

At the beginning of the file, there are common styles that define
page background, main fonts, text colors, colors of hyperlinks,
border colors for form elements, and so on.

Further in the file, there are styles for the main elements of the
layout, such as top frame, left frame, login screen, header, footer,
and so on.

These styles are followed by the styles related to the home pages of
the Server Administration Panel and Control Panel, and then,
separate blocks and elements.

If you do not need to change all styles, you can leave in the
custom. css file only the styles that you have changed, and remove
or comment out all other styles.

LY images

This directory contains images that are used as background fillers
for buttons, panels, header, footer, and other interface elements.

Some of these graphic files are sprite sheets which consist of
several images that are used in several different places of the
product interface. For this reason, when changing a background
image, make sure that the corresponding file is not used elsewhere.
It is better to create a new graphics file and change the style sheets
to use it, instead of merely replacing the file.

¥ 1ogos

This contains the company and the product logo images shown in
Panel.
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This file contains the information about the skin package, such as its

F_\» meta.xml name and description.

When you need to revert your changes and use the default styles or images, just delete
your custom CSS definitions from the custom. css file and remove the custom images
from the /images/ and /images/logos/ directories of your custom skin.

Editing the Skin Information

> To edit you skin information:
Open the file meta.xml and specify the following properties:

= name. Set the name you will use to refer to this skin.
= description. Provide a brief description of the skin.

= version. Specify the skin version.

= vendor. The name of your company or your name.

Editing the Skin

Below you will find the list of skin elements tat you can edit and the instructions on
editing them.

Note: To help you easily determine the styles you need to change, we recommend
using web development tools, such as, for example, Firebug for Mozilla Firefox. By
using these tools, you can select an interface element and learn which styles are
applied to it, in which file and line in that file they are defined. However, keep in mind
that you can make changes only to the custom. css file in the skin package.
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Login Screen

. Parallels®

= 1 Panel 1

Username
Password
Interface language Default IZI
Foroot your password? Log in
2 1999-2013. Parallsls IP Holdings GmbH. Al rights reserved
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1. Panel logo. To use a custom logo image:

1. Prepare an image with the height of 50 pixels. If you use an image that is higher
or lower than 50 pixels, it will appear distorted.

2. Save it as a file with the name panel-logo.png.

Place it into the directory /images/logos/. The new logo will be shown on the
login screen, in the Server Administration Panel, and in the Control Panel.

2. Login screen. To redefine the styles for the login screen, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Login Screen =.

Server Administration Panel

B! g:mjlﬂ: fine B adminetrawr 0 vgon @ vy ([T 2 Paralels

Home il

= Hosting Servicas

Desk application if you Wit 16
tamers ba send pou support
rt: through Controf Penel

= Links to addithonal Services

1Oh Inatall Help Deck for
= Ser<sr Management nestall
o4 Toalz 3 settinas
i Modules
= by Profile
B2 Frofile & frafermces x

T chongs Password

L__J System Overview u My Webspaces

domaind.dom

[ Add a webspace

Foon 1.1.0

™ 15.up-to-data; lzst chacked abFeb 7, 2012 07125 AN

Notify ma when the next refease verslon 5 svallsble, Changs Jetting

£ Fesallers 0 total [add new] O overusing
& Cistomers total Tagdnew] O svarusing
[@ alt subscriptions 2 tatal o overusing
[@ Service plans 4 total
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1. Panel logo. To use a custom logo image:

1. Prepare an image with the height of 50 pixels. If you use an image that is higher
or lower than 50 pixels, it will appear distorted.

2. Save it as a file with the name panel-logo.png.

3. Place it into the directory /images/logos/. The new logo will be shown on the
login screen, in the Server Administration Panel, and in the Control Panel.

2. Company logo. To use a custom logo image:

1. Prepare an image with the height of 31 pixel. If you use an image that is higher
than 31 pixels, it will appear clipped.

2. Save it as a file with the name parallels-logo.png. If you also want to
change the logo shown in Control Panel, save a copy to a file with name
company-1logo.pnd.

3. Place the files into the directory /images/logos/.

3. Header. To redefine the styles for the header, make changes in /css/custom.css,
section marked with = Top Frame (sid-top) =.

4. Navigation pane. To redefine the styles for the navigation pane, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Left Frame (sid-left) =.

5. Panels. To redefine the styles for the panels, make changes in /css/custom.css,
section marked with = Panels =.

6. An element for collapsing and expanding the left frame. To redefine the styles for this
element, make changes in /css/custom. css, section marked with = Left Frame
Switcher =.
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Control Panel
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1. Header. To redefine the styles for the header, make changes in /css/custom.css,
section marked with = Header =.

2. Company logo. To set a different logo in the Control Panel:

1. Prepare an image with the height of 31 pixel. If you use an image that is higher
than 31 pixels, it will appear clipped.

2. Save it as a file with the name company-1logo.png into the directory
/images/logos/.

3. Navigation pane. To redefine the styles for the navigation pane, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Top Navigation =.

4. Home page. To redefine the styles for the home page, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Homepage =.

Common Elements

% ! Panel dinas E JohnDoe (D Logout @ Help 1 Q Parallels

Home

Service Plans i Up Level

Hosting Plans | Reseller P'ﬁanohdditienal Services

This is where you manage your hosting plans. Hosting plan is a set of resources and services provided to your hosting service customers when they
subscribe to it. There are also add-on plans that extend the amount of resources and services provided with a certain subscription,

[& Add New Plan  of§ Add New Add-on | il Remove e Q,

Plan Mame Plan Owner
&, Search & Reset Search

4 itams total Humber of entries per page: 10 25 100 All
] Plan Hame + o Traffic Disk Space Provider Subscriptions
Default Domain 100 GB/month 10.0 GB John Doe, Company ]
7] Default Simple Unlimitad unlimitad John Doe, Company i}
] Unlimited Unlimitad Unlimitad John Doe, Company 0
‘Web Presence Builder {add-on) - - John Doe, Company 1]

4 jtams total NWumbar of entries per page: 10 25 100 All
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1. Tabs. To redefine the styles for the tabs, make changes in /css/custom.css,

section marked with = Tabs =.

2. Toolbar. To redefine the styles for the header, make changes in /css/custom.css,

section marked with = Toolbar =.

3. Tables with data. To redefine the styles for the tables, make changes in

/css/custom. css, section marked with =

Home: > Subscriptions -

Adding Own Subscription

List Area =.

o Up Lavel

This is where you create a service subscription for your own needs, as opposed to those made up to provide services to your customers.

Subscription o

Properties of the website provisioned together with the subscription.

Domain name * WA,
IPv4 address [shared) E

IP address on which the website s hosted is
1Pvé address MNaone

I address on which the website is hosted is

Uzername *

System user account used o manage files a

Password * sEssssnannns e Strang

Repeat password *

service plan Default Domain |T
Add-ons Available:

Web Presence Builder

3 network address of the website's virtual host.

[=]

a network address of the website's virtual host.

nd folders of the websites created within the subscription.

2

Selected:

_| Proceed to customizing the subscription parameters after it is created. Note that this will make the subscription locked for syncing.

* Required fields 9 | oK Cancel
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1. Titles for page sections. To redefine the styles for such titles, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Tools Area = and the section marked
with= Forms = (fieldset and legend elements on the legacy screens).

2. Indicators. To redefine the styles for the indicators, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Line Indicators =.

3. Buttons. To redefine the styles for the buttons, make changes in
/css/custom.css, section marked with = Buttons =.

When you have finished with modifying all the necessary files, pack the directory into a
ZIP archive, upload it to the server, and install the skin as described in the following
section. If you modified the skin directly on the server, then you can pack the skin into a
ZIP archive and install it on other servers when needed.

If you are a reseller and do not have the administrator's access to the server over SSH
or Remote Desktop, contact your hosting provider for assistance with installing the
package.
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Installing Skins to Panel

» To install the skin customized by the server administrator, run the
following command:

branding_theme -i -vendor admin -source <pathffilename.zip>

Where <path/filename.zip> is the path to the ZIP archive with the theme. On Windows
systems, you need to specify an absolute path to file, for example:
c:\tmp\custom skin.zip.

» To install the skin customized by a reseller, run the following command:
branding theme -i -vendor <reseller's username> -source <path/filename.zip>

Custom Skins Location

Skins are installed into the following locations:

= On Windows systems: C: \Program
Files\Parallels\Plesk\admin\htdocs\theme-skins\<skin-name>\.

= On Linux systems: /usr/local/psa/admin/htdocs/theme-skins/<skin-
name>/.

Where <skin-name> is the name of your custom skin.

Removing Skins from Panel

After removing custom skins from Panel, the default Panel themes are restored. They
become available for selection again in Server Management > Tools & Settings > Panel
Branding.

» To remove a custom skin, run the following command:

branding_theme -u -name <skin_name>
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